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CBALIECHHOMYYEHUK
Cumeon, €nuckon
IHepcuacbkmii i Ti, 110 3
HUM

Hieromartyr Simeon the
Bishop in Persia, and Those
with Him

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop KyTtaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«Konu kaxelu MeHi 3pektucs moro bora i
NOKMHYTU Moto Bipy To MeHi He nnunTbL
BKNOHATUCA TOGI!”

Ha 30-ro kBiTHA 3a ["puropiaHcbLKMM KaneHgapem
(ue — 17-ro kBiTHA 3a KOniaHCbKMM) MK
CBATKYEMO CBiTNy NaMm'siTb CBALLEHHOMYYEHMKA
CumeoHa, €nuckona KresidoHa B lNepcii, wo
CTpaxaas nigyac roHiHHsa Ha XpUCTUSH 3a
BonoAiHHgA NMepcunackkoro ImnepaTtopa Canopa |l
(310-381). Llen imnepatop y nucti 4o Pumcbkoro
imnepaTopa Cs. KoHcTaHTMHa Benukoro Ha3Bas
cebe «uapem uapis, napTHEpPOM 3ip, bpaTtom
coHug 1 micauay. Canop ockapxysas Bnaaumky
CumoHa 3a cniBpobiTHMLTBO 3 PuMcbkoto
iMnepieto i NiAPUBHY OisNbHICTbL NPOTH
Mepcuacbkoro imneparopa.

Poanovanacs us cnpaea B poui 344-my, konm

“When you ask me to renounce my God and
abandon my faith, it is not proper for me to
bow to you!”

The Hieromartyr Simeon, Bishop of Ctesiphon
in Persia, suffered during a persecution against
Christians under the Persian emperor Sapor
(Shapur) 11 (310-381), who, in a letter to Roman
Emperor St. Constantine the Great, referred to
himself as “king of kings, partner with the stars,
brother of the sun and moon”. Sapor accused
Bishop Simeon of collaborating with the Roman
Empire and of subversive activities against the
Persian emperor.

It began in the year 344 when the emperor, in
his rivalry with and hatred towards the Roman
Empire of his day, issued an edict which im-
posed a heavy tax upon Christians. When
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iMmnepaTtop, y 3MmaraHHs npotn Pumcekoi Imnepii
Ta B HEHABUCTI A0 Hel, BuAaB yKas, sSikuM
HanoXWB BaXKKM nogaTok Ha XpuctuaH. Konwm
JEXTO 3 HUX BiAMOBMSABCA NMNaTUTU MOro, TO iX
00BMHYBaTMN B MOBCTAHHIO NPOTU iMNepaTop
Canopa i BiH po3no4vaB roctpe nepecnigyBaHHs
NpOTU BCiX XPUCTUSH.

Cs. CumeoHa npuBenu B KangaHax o Hboro, sik
Ha4ebTo Bopora Nepcnackkoi aepxaeu, pa3om 3
Asoma CesiLleHHOMy4YeHkaMm ABAenaem Ta
AHaHiem. Konun Bnaguka He BKNOHUBCS nepen
iMmnepaTtopom 3a 3Bmn4aem, To Canop 3anurtaB
MNoro Yomy BiH He Biggae NOMY HanexHy noLlaHy.
A CeaTeub BignoeiB: «A nepeq UM BKITOHSBCS
TOGi Yepes TBi caH, ane 3apas, Konm KaxeLu
MeHi 3pekTuca moro bora i nokuHyTK Moto Bipy 1o
MEHi HE NNYNTb BKNOHATUCS TOGI!"

IMnepaTop CTaB 3aknuKaTu KOro NOKIOHATUCS
COHLI0, 9K Benina nepcuacbka peniris
3opoacTtpa, i norpoxyBas, WO BUKOPIHUTD
XPUCTUSIHCTBO B MOrO KpaiHi, AKWwo 6 BiH
BiAMOBWBCA Bif, LIbOro. Ta aHi 3aknmkn aHi
norpo3n He MOrfM CKONUXHYTKM Bnaguky i noro
nosenu o Tiopmu. o Aoposi eBHyx YcdasaH,
AopagHuK imnepartopa, nobayus €nuckona
CunmeoHa. Xou ue 6yno pusmkoBaHe, BiH Taku
NigHABCS | NPUNIOOHO BKNOHUBCA MOMY 3 MoBaru
A0 noro caHy. Ta CeaTeub BigBepHYBCSA Bif,
HbOro, 60 X BiH ByB KONULLIHIM XPUCTUSHOM, SIKUIA
NoBEepPHYBCH 00 NOKNOHIHHA COHLO 3i CTpaxy
nepeg imnepaTtopom Ta 3 baxkaHHsA 3aTpumMaTy
CBil YNpUBINenoBaHum cTaTyC y HbOro.

Taka noctaBa Bnaguku cnoHykana YcgasaHa go
rnmMbOoKoro NoKastHHA 3a NOro BiACTYNHULTBO. BiH
3HAB 3 cebe rapHy oaexy, Ky HOCKB, K
NecTyH4YuK iMnepaTopa i Hagis Ha cebe BigHy.
Topai ciB npu BXogi Jo ABopa, Ae nepesg TMM MaB
BMCOKy nocagy i BuknukyBas: « O rope MeHi,
Konu ctaHy 4 nepen borowm, Big Akoro 4
BianyyeHun. Ocb 6yB TyT CUMEOH i BiH
noBepHYBCHA OO MeHe crnHoto!"

ImnepaTtop Canop no4vyB Npo puaaHHs CBOro
ynioBAEeHOro KONMMLLHBOrO BUMTENS | 3anuTas
MOro, Lo X TO Take nomy ctanocs. CTapeHbKkui
€BHYX CKasaB iMnepaTopoBi, LLIO BiH FipKo KaeTbcA
B CBOEMY BIiACTYMNHULTBI i BXX€ HIKONN He
NMOKIMOHNTBCA COHLIO, a TiflbkM NpaBauBOMY

some of them refused to pay it, they were ac-
cused of rebellion against him, and Emperor
Sapor began a fierce persecution against all
Christians.

St. Simeon was brought to trial in chains as an
enemy of the Persian realm, together with the
two Hieromartyrs Abdechalas and Ananias.
When the Bishop would not bow to the emperor
as was customary, Sapor asked why he would
not show him the proper respect. The Saint
answered, "Formerly, | bowed because of your
rank, but now, when you ask me to renounce
my God and abandon my Faith, it is not proper
for me to bow to you."

The emperor urged him to worship the sun ac-
cording to the Zoroastrian religion of Persia and
threatened to eradicate Christianity in his land if
he refused. But neither urgings nor threats
could shake the Bishop, and they led him off to
prison. Along the way the eunuch Usphazanes,
a counsellor of the emperor, happened to see
the Bishop Simeon. As a (risky) gesture of re-
spect, he stood up and bowed to him in recog-
nition of his station, but the Saint turned away
from him because he was a former Christian
who, out of fear of the emperor and the desire
to retain his privileged position with him, had
returned to sun-worshipping.

This action led Usphazanes to repent deeply of
his apostasy. He took off the fine attire he had
worn as a favorite of the Emperor and put on
coarse garb. Sitting at the doors of the court
where he had formerly held an esteemed posi-
tion, he cried out: "Woe to me, when | stand
before my God, from Whom | am cut off. Here
was Simeon, and he has turned his back on
me!"

Emperor Sapor learned about the grief of his
beloved former tutor and asked him what had
happened. The elderly eunuch told the emperor
that he bitterly regretted his apostasy and
would no more worship the sun, but only the
one true God. The emperor was surprised and
shaken by the old man's sudden decision, and
urged him not to forsake the gods whom their
fathers had reverenced. However Usphazanes
was unyielding and so was condemned to
death. He asked that the city heralds report that
he died not for crimes against the emperor, but




borosi. IMnepaTopa 3anByBarno i CKONMXHYIO
TaKe pilleHHsI LbOro CTaporo 4osiosika i BiH
3aKnunKaB MOro Takm He nokuaaTtn 6oriB, AKMX
LaHyBanu ixHi npeakn. Ane YcdgasaH ctosB
HEMOXMUTHO Ha CBOEMY i TaKMM YMHOM 3aCMyXuB B
iMnepaTopa Ha kapy cMepTun. BiH Tinbku
nonpocmB, Wob MiCbKi BICTYHW MPOronocunu, Lo
BiH MOMep He 3a 3M104YMHK NPOTK iMNepaTopa, a
yepes Te, Wo BiH 6yB XpuctuaHom. Imnepatop
NMoroguBCS Ha TakKy OCTaHHIO Npucnyry
KOMULWHBbOMY CBOEMY BYMTESEBI.

Cg. CMeOoH TakoxX no4yB nNpo cmepTb YchasaHa
i nogsikyeas ['locnogosi. Konwu noro Bopyre
npueenu oo imnepatopa Bnaguka 3HoBy
BiAMOBWBCSI NOKMOHATUCA A3NYHULIBKUM Boram i
BU3HaBaB CBOIO Bipy B XpucTa. PoantoyeHun
iMnepaTop HakasaB 3HATU rosloBU BCIM
XpUCTUSIHaM y TIOpMi nepen Noro oynma.

XPUCTUAHK BCi NIl Ha cTpaTy 6e3cTpalLHO i 3
GnarocrnoBeHHAM cBATOro lepapxa. BoHun
CXMNUIN CBOI rONOBKU Nepea MeYeM i Tak
nigumHmnm cebe OTuesi HebecHomy Hacnigytoum
4mnH ceoro 'ocnoga GinbLue YnuMm Tpu CTONITb
nepeg tum. pyrosi CumeoHa, CBALLEHUKY
ABgenato Takox 3Hanu ronosy. Konu ginwnmn go
CesiwieHnka AHaHisi, TO Uen cTaB TpeMmTiTh. Togai
OOMH 3 YMHOBHMKIB, CB. PycuK, akun 6yB TakHUM
XpuUcTusiHom, nobosiBca, Lo AHaHIn 3peyeTbes
XpucTa i KnnkHyB: «He Binca meva, Npeceitepe, i
T nobauymw 6oxecTBeHHe CBITNO HALWOro
Nocnopa Icyca Xpuctal»

| Tak BiH i cebe BuaaBe UMM BUCTYNnoM. Imnepatop
HakasaB BMPBaTK MO0 A3UK i 3HATU LUKIPY 3
HBOro uBLEM. Voro gouky, AckiTpeto, Takox
3aMy4dnnu pasom 3 6atekom. Ce. CumeoH
OCTaHHiIN niwoB Ha cTpaTy. BiH nonoxwms csoto
rofioBy Ha JepeBuHy CTpaTu B KBITHI 344 poky. Ll
CTpaTy NpoAoBXKyBanMcs BNPOSOBX YCbOro
Csitnoro TvxHsa B TOMy poL.

Cs. AsaT €BHYX, YNHOBHUK GnIM3bKNIA JO
iMnepaTopa Takox 3406yB BiHeub MyyeHuka B
TOM yac. [laHi nokasyloTb, LLIO BCbOro pasom
1,150 MyYeHVKiB 3arHynun ToMy, LLIO BOHU
BigMoBnAnNucsa 3amiHnTu Bipy XpucTtoBy Ha Bipy
3opoacTpa. Hexan 3a ixHi MonuTteu Ta
3acTynHuUTBO neped Nocnogom gonomoxe BiH i
Ham BGYTU HEMOXMTHUMM Y CRYXiHHIO Vomy.

for being a Christian. As a final favour to his
former teacher, the emperor granted this re-
quest.

St. Simeon also learned about the death of
Usphazanes, and gave thanks to the Lord.
When they brought him before the emperor a
second time, the Bishop again refused to wor-
ship the pagan gods and confessed his faith in
Christ. The enraged emperor gave orders to
behead all the Christians in the prison before
his eyes.

The Christians went to their execution without
fear, with the blessing of the holy Hierarch.
They bent their heads beneath the sword and
thus submitted themselves to the Father as
their Lord had more than three centuries before
them. St. Simeon's companion, the Priest Ab-
dechalas, was also beheaded. When they
came to the Priest Ananias, he suddenly trem-
bled. Then one of the dignitaries, St. Phusicus,
a secret Christian, became afraid that Ananias
would renounce Christ, and he cried out: "Do
not fear the sword, o Presbyter, and you will
see the divine Light of our Lord Jesus Christ."

He thus betrayed himself by this outburst. The
emperor gave orders to pluck out his tongue
and to skin him alive. His daughter, Askitrea,
was also martyred together with her father. St.
Simeon was last to go before the executioner,
and he placed his head on the chopping-block
in April of 344. These executions continued all
during Bright Week of that year.

St. Azates the Eunuch, a close official to the
emperor, also received the crown of martyrdom
at this time. The sources indicate that in all
1,150 martyrs perished because they refused to
renounce the faith of Christ for Zoroastrianism.
Through their Prayers and intercessions may
the Lord also help us to remain steadfast in
service to Him.




