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CBATi MyyeHunkn Ceprin i Bakx

Holy Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«CnaBeTHi My4yeHuku, Ceprito i Bakcy,
BM FOJIOCHO Knu4yeTte ogHUM cepuem: ‘Ak
[oo6pe N NpMEMHO Xxutn 3 borom.’» (3
Konpaka My4yeHukam)

Ha 20-ro >OBTHSA 3a rpuropiaHCbLKNM
KaneHgapeM (ue 7-ro XKOBTHS 3a
toniaHCbK1M) MU CBATKYEMO Nam'aTb
Ceatnx Myyenukis Cepriq i Bakca, siki
npocnaswnn bora cBoimM BipHUM
CBi4YeHHsM nigyac BonoaiHHA imnepaTtopa
Manepis MakcumiaHa B p. 303.

Bynu BoHM odoiLlepammn BUCOKOT paHrn

“lllustrious martyrs, Sergius and
Bacchus, with one heart you cry aloud:
‘How good and pleasant it is to dwell
with God.”” (from the Kontakion to the
Martyrs)

On October 20 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is October 7 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of the
Holy Martyrs Sergius and Bacchus, who
glorified God by their faithful testimony
during the reign of Emperor Galerius
Maximianus in the year 303.
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B PUMCbKOMY BINCbKY i iX OyXe NoBaxaB
iMnepaTop A0TW, AOKU MOYYB, LLO BOHU
6ynu TaemHuMn XpuctusiHamn. BiH
BMPILUMB NPOBIPUTK iX 3aMNpOLLEHHAM pa3oMm
3 HMM NpUHeCTU xepTBy tOniTepy. BoHu
Bi4MOBINMW, LLIO BOHWU HE MOXYTb
NOKNOHATUCS iHWOoMYy 6ory Kpim Tomy, Akuii
CTBOpMB HeBO 1 3eMnito. MakcumisH gyxe
po3cepamBCS | HaKa3as OOArHYTU ABOX
Apy3iB i 6paTiB y XpUCTi B XXiHOYY Oaexy i
MapLuMpyBaTK iX Mo MicTi. TakMMm YMHOM BiH
XOTiB X NPUHU3UTU, MOBAISIB IXHS
HernoxmMTHa NnocTaHoBa HacnigyBaTu
Cnacutens, Akun 3aknukas oOpaxeHnx
TUM, XTO BOAPUTb IX NO LWOLi NigcTaBnaTK 1
apyry (Jlykm 6:27-31), kKoMNpomMeTye iXHIo
MY>KHICTb | pOBUTb X HENOBHOLHHMMM
BOSIKAMM.

He pigko Tak i 6yBae, Lo HeBIpytoui
cnpuiMaloTb CiBYYTNUBICTb, MUNocepas
Ta nackaBicTb Haworo [focnoaa, ska
BigobpaxeHa i B XuTTi 11 xapaktepy Moro
MOCNIAOBHUKIB, SIK cnabkicTb HenigxoaaLLy
TUM, WO XUBYTb Y «peanbHOMYy CBITi».
Yomycb He 4OX0OUTb OO0 HUX OYEBUOHE: WO
NOCNiAOBHO NPOSIBNATU TaKi AKOCTi BUMarae
y XpUCTUSIH ANCUUNIIIHW 1 KONOCarnbHOMo
3ycunng. Lle x He BnacTMBOCTI crnabkumx
nogen! Yomycb BONitOTb HEBIpPYHOMi
noBaxkaTn TUX, XTO arpecieto Ta
MaHinynsuismn 3gobysae cobi GinbLui Yn
MeHLUI iMnepii - AKi ogHaK Hikonu ayxe
OOBro He TpUBatoTh.

KpiM LbOro, Takui >xecT NPUHMXEHHS,
pa3oM 3 6n3bKOK APYXKHICTIO LnX
cnapoBaHux CBATUX CMOHYKano gesiknx
Cy4yacHuX crocTepiradis npunyckaTu, Lo
B3aeMuHK mixx Cepriem i Bakxom byna
POMaHTUYHI, TOGTO BMCNOBOM
ofHocTaTeBOI opieHTauil. HaBiTb nponoHye
XTOCb, L0 BOHWU Bynu noegHaHi pigkiCHUM
XpUCTUSIHCBLKMM 06psaoM «agendoniicic»
(bykBanbHO «BpaTO-TBOPEHHSA» - LLOCh
noaibHe o 3BMYalD «KPOBHUX GpaTiBy,
SIKOrO KONMUCb NPaKTUKyBasnn aMepuKaHCbKi
TyGinbuUi). A Ue, 3a uieto aymkoro, Haye 6 To
Maro BKa3yBaTW Ha TONEPaHTHE
CNpUAMaHHA 0gHOCTaTEBUX CYMNPYX Y
paHHin XpUCTUAHCHKIN rpomagi.

Sergius and Bacchus were high
ranking officers in the army of Rome,
highly regarded by the emperor, until he
heard that they were secret Christians. He
resolved to test them by inviting them to
offer sacrifices to Jupiter together with
him. They responded that they could
worship none other than the God Who
created the heavens and the earth.
Maximian furiously ordered the two friends
and brothers in Christ to be dressed in
female garments and paraded through the
city. This was intended to humiliate them,
perhaps implying that their unshakeable
decision to follow a Saviour, Who called
on those wronged to turn the other cheek
(Luke 6:27-31), compromised their
masculinity and made poor soldiers out of
them.

It is not terribly uncommon for
unbelievers to perceive the compassion,
mercy and kindness of Our Lord, which is
reflected in the lives and characters of His
followers as weakness, unsuitable for
those living in “the real world”. The rather
obvious fact that to consistently manifest
such qualities requires discipline and
immense effort on the part of Christians is
somehow missed by those who honour
those who carve out greater or smaller
empires (which, however, are always
temporary) by their aggressiveness and
manipulation of others.

On the other hand this particular
gesture of humiliation coupled with the
close friendship of these paired Saints has
prompted some modern observers to
conjecture that the relationship between
Sergius and Bacchus was a romantic one,
expressive of a same-sex orientation. It
has even been suggested that the two
were united in a rare Christian ritual called
“adelphopoiesis” (literally “brother-
making”, somewhat analogous to the
tradition of “blood brothers” once practiced
by some native Americans), which might
imply an attitude of acceptance of same-
sex unions in the early Christian
community.




OpHak Take NpunyLLEeHHs — Hacnigok
HenopoO3yMiHHS LWoA0 3acagum
NnocnifoOBHUKIB XpUcTa CTOCOBHO pOMaHCy
Ta ceKcyarnbHOCTi. 3 OAHiel CTOPOHN HEMaE
YKOAHOro CyMHiBY npo Te, wo [locnogb
6narocnoense LWUnto6, cekcyanbHy
IHTUMHICTb, BTiXy Ta CBATKYBaHHS LMX
cnpas. Moro x nepLue 4yao, Sk onucye
€BaHrenis Bif IBaHa, Le nepeTBOPEHHS
BOAM Ha BUHO Ha LUntobHOMy GeHkeTi B
KaHni Manunencbkin. A 3 opyroi CTOpoHu
Icyc TakoxX cxBasibHO rOBOpPMB MPO CKOMLUIB
«pagu Llapctea HebecHoro» (MaTsis
19:12).

XPUCTUAHKM CNOBIQYIOTb, WO HaMmip
pOMaHCy Ta ceKkcyarsiHOl iHTUMHOCTI —
niacunoBaT 1 NOrNMoNBaTH 3PIiCT B
CMiNIbHOCTi ABOX iCTOT, AKi MOCBATUINCA
ogHe ogHomy B Focniogi nepen ixHiMn
GpaTamu n cectpamu, LlepkBoto, B €4HOCTI
LLnto6y. MouaTok uboro Cedatoro TaiHCTBa,
SIK MW AOr0 Ha3NBaEMO, - Bif CTBOPEHHS
Borom nogen, Anama i €8u, Ha obpas
MpeceaTtoi Tponui, Sk eaHICTb Y
pisHOMaHITHOCTI. MpabaTbkn — ogHi B
CMiNbHIN NMOACLKOCTI, @ MaKoX Pi3HOPIAHI —
roONnoBHO B CBOIN CTaTi, i Lie Aae€ im
MOXIMBICTb 3a4MHaTN, POaNTU I
BUXOBYBATH iHWKNX ntogen. Nos3a Takum
NMOCBSAYEHUM XUTTAM, SIKE TAKOX MyCUTb
JaeaTtu pagy 3 pisHUMK BUMOramu Ta
BMKITMKaMW, O ByBalOTb Y CBITi, POMaHC i
CceKkcyaribHa iHTUMHICTb NPOCTO He
BMKOHYIOTb CBOrO 3aBAaHHs. HaTomicTb
BOHW 4aCTO NPUHOCATL Oinb i 30EHTEXEHHS,
0Cco6nMBO TOMY, LLLO BOHWU Taki HeTpuaani.
CKOpPOMUHYYI MOMEHTM BTiXW1, HEMOB UM i
TyMaH, TpMBaKTb KOPOTKO a NoTiM
3HMKaKTb, 3anuwar4m no cobi nuwie ripko-
conopki cnoragn. Yn MmoxHa cnpasgi
Ha3nBaTu LE BTIXOH?

OTtox nocnigoBHukM Icyca
TPMMalTbCA NOCBAYEHOrO LenibaTy,
npocsun Moro gonomaratyt im aasatu paay
3 ixHiMn noTpebamun, nepemoramu Ta
HeBAa4Yamu, JOTWU AOKM 3HaNOYTb
©narocrnoBeHHs (3B’si13aHe 3 BUKNUKamMK) Ha
BCTYN Y XXUTTSI NOCBSIMEHE CYNpyroBi B
LLnwo6i, sk BuLLe onncaHo. Todi poMaHc i

However, such a position misses
the mark, as to the place of romance and
sexuality among the followers of Christ.
On the one hand, there is absolutely no
doubt that our Lord blessed marriage,
sexual intimacy, pleasure and the
celebration of these. His first miracle,
according to the Gospel of John, was
turning water into wine at the Marriage
Feast in Cana of Galilee. On the other
hand Jesus also spoke approvingly of
those who had chosen to be “eunuchs for
the kingdom of heaven’s sake” (Matthew
19:12).

Christians profess that romance and
sexual intimacy are intended for
strengthening and deepening the growth
in communion of two beings, which have
made a commitment to each other in the
Lord, before their brothers and sisters, the
Church, in Marriage. The origins of this
Holy Mystery, as we call it, derive from
God’s creation of humans in the image of
the Holy Trinity, as a unity in diversity - as
Adam and Eve. The Forefathers are one
in their common humanity and also
diverse - primarily in their gender, which
makes it possible for them to conceive,
give birth to and nurture other
humans. Outside of such a life of
commitment, with all the challenges such
a life brings in this world, romance and
sexual intimacy simply do not hit the
mark. Instead they often bring pain and
confusion. This is especially due to their
transitory nature. Like smoke or fog, the
fleeting, partial moments of pleasure last
for a short time and then are gone, leaving
only bitter-sweet memories. Can such
truly be considered pleasure?

And so followers of Jesus tend to
hold on to consecrated celibacy, asking
Him to help them deal with their needs,
their victories and their defeats, until they
find themselves blessed (as well as
challenged) with the opportunity to
embark upon a life of commitment to a
partner in Marriage as described above.
At that time, romance and sexual intimacy




cekcyarnbHa IHTUMHICTb AINCHO CTaloTb
cnpaBXHiMu YyygoBuMn gapamu. BoHu
3MiLHiOOTb, MOrNUOSIOITL Ta 3aroTb
B3aEMMHM NOMIXK cynpyramu. BoHu 1
TPUMaKTb nepes HUMKU NOKITMKaHHSA
NOCTINHO 3pOoCTaTH B CMifIbHOCTI, a B TOM Xe
Yyac LWaHyBaTu 1 CBATKYBaTU TXHIO
CBOEPIOHICTb.

No6oB nomixx MyyeHmkamu Cepriem
Ta Bakxom fiicHo ocHoBaHa Ha noboBi 1o
XpucTa — a Takox y noboBi 40 HUX
Nocnopga, bora  Cnaca Haworo Icyca
Xpucta, Akni gaB im xopobpicTb Ta cuny
BiJABaXHO croBigyBaTy Moro ax Ao ixHLoro
OCTaHHbOro noaunxy. IMnepatop MacumisiH
nepeaas ix rybepHartopy cxigHoi Cupii
AHTIOXY, SIKMIN BYB CUMBHO BOPOXO
HacTaBfeHnn 0o XpUCTUSHCTBA, XOM i
3aBAsidyBaB CBil NOCT NigTPUMLUI LMX OBOX
BM3HAYHMX BOSIKIB.

3po3yMiBLUK, WO BiH HE 3MOXeE iX
nepepobuTtun, AHTIOX OyXe pO3rHiBaBcH i
HakasaB noouTtn Bakxa oo cmepTi. A cBoro
0cobnnBoOro naTpoHa n 4odpoUMHLS,
Ceprig, BiH nocnas ao m. Pecadu (cboroaHi
ue B Cupii), e noro Myumnu a noTim
obesronosunu. MNowana go MyyeHukis
noTiM Tak rmMnboKo BKOpiHMNAacs, LWo ue
MICTO 3 YacoM neperMeHyBanu
Cepriononem Ha noro 4Yectb. CboroaHi ue
MicLie apXeosioriYHNUX PO3KOMOK Henoganik
BiZ BENMKoro mogepHoro micta Anenno.

CraposuHHy LlepkBy CeaTtux Cepris i
Bakxa B Pumi nepegas ykpaiHuam
katonukam lNana YpeaH VIl y p. 1630,
ckopo nicnsa YHii bepectencbkoi. BoHa —
HauioHanbHa LlepkBa ons ykpaiHuis
KaTtonukis y Itanil.

Hexam xe ui mupHi CeATi BoiHu
CMOHYKYIOTb | Hac aobpe 3amaraTuca ons
XpucTa i ans Woro 3sicTku no6osi,
NOSAANbHOCTI Ta NOCBATU B Ui AHi, KONW L
YEeCHOTW TakK 3arpoxeHi. AMiHb.

become true and wonderful blessings.
They strengthen, deepen and heal. They
hold before the partners the vocation of
becoming ever more united, while at the
same time honouring and celebrating their
distinctness.

The love of the Martyrs Sergius and
Bacchus for each other was certainly
founded upon and in the love for them of
our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Who gave them the courage and strength
to boldly confess Him to their last breath.
Emperor Maximian handed them over to
Antiochus, the governor of eastern Syria,
who was very hostile against Christianity,
but who had gained his post due to the
support of the two distinguished soldiers.

Seeing that he was unable to sway
them in their devotion to Christ, Antiochus
became very angry and ordered Bacchus
to be beaten to death. He then sent his
special patron and benefactor, Sergius, to
Resafa, in what is today Syria, where the
Martyr was tortured and finally beheaded.
The veneration of the Martyrs caught on
so firmly that this city came to be known
as Sergiopolis in his honour. Today it is an
archeological site not far distant from the
great modern city of Aleppo.

There is an ancient Church of Sts.
Sergius and Bacchus in Rome. It was
given to Ukrainian Catholics, in 1630,
shortly after the Union of Berestya by
Pope Urban VIII and is considered to be
the national Church for Ukrainian
Catholics in Italy.

May these peaceful warrior Saints
inspire us to wage the good fight for Christ
and His message of love, loyalty and
commitment in these days when these
virtues are so much under siege. Amen.




