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« Sl HapoauBcs XpPUCTUAHUHOM i
noMmpy XpUCTUSSHUHOM!>»

Ha 27-ro TpaBHs, 3a MoandikoBaHUM
I01iaHCBKMM KasieHAapeM, npaBoCcnaBHi
rpekun CBATKYIOTb NaM’saTb YroaHuka
Boxkoro 3 YkpaiHu, akoro 3ByTb «CB.
IsaHoM Pycbkum». (Llen kaneHaap
cniBnafja€ 3 rpuropisHCbKMUM — a 6inbLwicTb
rpeKkiB came rno HbOMYy CBATKYIOTb
HepyxoMi CBsTa, ToAi KONM yKpaiHLi Ta
6inbWicTb NpaBoCNaBHMX CIOB'SH
CBATKYIOTb iX 3@ HJISHCbKUM, OTOX AN
Hac ue CBATO npunagac Ha 6-ro YepsBHS
3a FpUropiaHCbKMM KaneHaapHu).

Llert yynoBuin XpUCTUSIHUH 3 HalMX
3eMenb Hapoauscs npnbnamnsHo B p. 1690-
My. NepescnaBcbka Yrona, siky 3aK/aumB
leTbMaH BoraaH XMenbHULbKNIA 3
MOCKOBCbKMM Llapem OnekcieM y 1654-my

“I was born a Christian and I shall
die a Christian.”

On May 27 according to the Modified
Julian Calendar Orthodox Greeks
celebrate the memory of a Saint from
Ukraine whom they call “St. John the
Russian”. (This Calendar coincides with
the Gregorian — most Greeks celebrate
immovable Feastdays according to it,
while Ukrainians and most other Slavs
celebrate them according to the Julian
Calendar, so for us this Feastday falls on
June 6 according to the Gregorian
calendar).

This wonderful Christian from our land
was born about 1690. The Treaty of
Pereyaslav, by which the Hetman
Bohdan Khmel'nyts'’ky made an alliance
with Tsar Alexei of Moscow in 1654 to
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p. ANa NiATPUMKKM B MOro HaMaraHHsX
yCaMOCTIMHUTK YKpaiHy Big MaHyBaHHS
Monbwi, npuHecna 3 coboto okynauito
YkpaiHn MockBoto, sika TpuBana 6inbLu
UMM TPU CTONMITTSA. I TaKMM YMHOM KpaiHa
noxoaxeHHs IBaHa (npisBuLle Moro -
HeBigoMe) ToAi 3Basniacb nNpocto «Manoto
Pocieto». Otox Cs. IBaHa i 3ByTb
«PycbkMM» (N0 rpeubKOMy «0 pOCCOC»)
OOHWHI.

IBaH cny>XunB conaaToM y BilHi
MOCKOBCbKoro Llaps lNetpa I 3 Typkamu
OcMaHcbkuMU. BiH nonas y NOJIOH B p.
1711 i ctaB HeBiNnbHUKOM Yy ceni Mpokonii
B Manin Asii. locnogap noro 3actasnsiB
MNOro BUMHUTK, K BaraTo iHWKUX B NOro
obcTtaBmHax, To6TO NpuitHaTK Icnam. Ane
IBaH He nigaaBaBcs. BiH cka3as, WO BiH
[O06pOoBINEHO Ta BiAAAHO CYXUTUME MOMY,
ane Taku He NoKuHe cBOEi Bipn: «4
Hapoauscsa XpUCTUAHUHOM i MOMpy
XpUCTUAHNUHOM» . TypeubKUin naH
noroamnscs, Wwo6 He BTpATUTU BCE X TaKu
uiHHoro paba i Cs. IBaH BipHO CNyXuB
MOMYy i MOro poauHi A0 CBOEI CMepTi B p.
1730, konu romy 6yno npnbnusHo 40 niT.

CB. IBaH crnpuiiMaB CBOi XXWUTTEBI
06cTaBuHM, 9K Taki Wo iX nocnas Nomy
CnpaBXHi Bonogap BCbOro XuUtTs,
Nocnoab bor, ak i nmwe CB. An. MNaBno B
MocnaHHi no EdecaH 6:5-8: «Pabwn,
cnyxamnTecs TineCHMUX NaHiB 30 CTPaxoM i
TPEMTIHHAM Yy MPOCTOTI Cepusa BaLoOro, K
Xpucta! He npautonTte Tinbkn Npo
noacbKe 0KO, HEMOB YOI0BIKOBIrOAHUKM, a
K pabun XpuUCToBi, YMHITb Big AYLWi BOMIO
Boxy, cnyxXiTb i3 3M4NMBICTIO, HEMOB
locnoaesi, a He noasaM! 3HanTe, WO
KOXXeH, Kosn 3pobutb Wwo gobpe, Te came
oAepxuTb Big Nocnoga, um 10 pab, um 1O
BiNlbHMI>». IBaH yBaxaB, O CNYXiHHA sKe
BiH BiAAa€ CBOEMY rocnojapesi Ta Noro
pOAUHI ue - cnyxiHHg CamoMy XpuUCTOBI,
Axknni nopyume Cebe OtueBi HebecHoMmy i
Bignas CBoe xuUTTg 3a Ceoto lNMacTey, gK
Jobpuin Mactup.

3 yacoM rocnoaapi IeaHa 3BepHyun yBary
Ha Te, sKi 61arocnoBeHHs Ta J1ACKKU BiH
MPUHIC IXHbOMY A0MY. BoHU nonpocunu

gain support for his efforts to make
Ukraine independent of domination by
Poland, had led to an occupation of
Ukraine by Moscow which lasted for
more than three centuries. Thus, at this
time, the land of John’s birth (his
surname is unknown) was simply known
as “Little Russia” (“Malaya Rossiya”).
Thus St. John is known as “the Russian”
(in Greek “o rossos”) to this day.

John was a soldier in the war of the Tsar
of Moscow, Peter I, with the Ottoman
Turks. He was captured in 1711 and
taken as a slave to the village of Prokopi
in Asia Minor. His master pressured him
to do as did so many others in his
situation: to embrace Islam. But John
did not waver. He said that he would
willingly offer dedicated service to his
master, but he would never renounce
his Faith."I was born a Christian and I
shall die a Christian” said he. His Turkish
master relented rather than lose a
valuable slave and John served him and
his family faithfully until his death in
1730 at the age of about 40 years.

John accepted his life situation as being
ordained by God, the true Master, in
keeping with St. Paul’s teaching found in
his Letter to the Ephesians 6:5-8:
“Bondservants, be obedient to those
who are your masters according to the
flesh, with fear and trembling, in
sincerity of heart, as to Christ; not with
eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of
God from the heart, with goodwill doing
service, as to the Lord, and not to men,
knowing that whatever good anyone
does, he will receive the same from the
Lord, whether he is a slave or free.”
John perceived the service offered to his
master and his family as service offered
to Christ, Who submitted Himself to the
Father and laid down His life for the
Flock as the Good Shepherd.

After a time John’s masters noticed what
a blessing he was to their household.




MNOro NpUMHATU BUTiAHIWE NOMELWKAaHHSA
UMM Te, B IKOMY BiH XUB,- TO6TO y CTalHi
pa3oM 3 AoMalHiMK 3Bipamun. Ta IBaH
CMUpPEHHO BiaMoBMBCS 60 X paais, WO BiH
BiANOYMBAE B NpUMIlLEeHHI nogibHoMy A0
TOro, B AKOMy HapoauBcs Llap Haa
uapsmu.

Y cBoil BigaaHin cnyx6i Cs. IBaH
CMWUPEHHO LiNKOBUTO Nopy4yas cebe
XpucTy. BiH nocTiMHO MONMBCA | y4yallas
Ha borocnyxiHHA B uepkosui Cs. HOpis,
sIKa 3HaxoAunacsa Hejasneko Big AOMY MOro
rocnoaapis. Moro cnyxiHHs
cynposoamnocsa n yygamm. OgHoro pasy
BiH «rmocsiaB» CBOEMY MNaHOBi yntobneHy
CcTpaBy A0 Mekku, ae BiH BinbyBas
nanoMHuuteo. CTpasa npocTo nossuiacs
Ha CToni y MiasiHin Tapinui, Ha skin 6yno
Binbute iM’'a rocnopaps, Tak wo Ara
npuBi3 ii 3 coboo, KoM NOBEPHYBCS
aoaomy.

Konu Bxe BiguyBas IBaH, WO NOro 3eMHUN
WIax A0X0AUTb A0 KiHUsS BiH MONpocuB
CesllWleHMKa npuHecTn nomy CeaTi
TaiHcTBa. OTeub noboascsa 3pobutn Ue
BiAKPUTO i 3axoBaB iX y s6nyui. Takum
YMHOM Ha4yebTO CMMBOMIYHO BUNPaBUB
rpix npabaTtbKiB, gKi 3n1o0Munun boxy
3anoBiab He icTn 3abopoHeHoro dpyKTy B
Pato.

Tino CB. IBaHa BUSABUIOCH HETNIHHUM
nicna noro cmeptu i Yepes 1oro Ce. Mouui
TBOpMB BiH 6araTo vyaec,- 9K ans
XpuctusaH Tak i ang MycynbMaH, aKi 3Hau
Nnpo Moro ceBATiCTb. YacTtnHa noro Mowuis
nepesesnn B MoHacTtup Cs.
MaHTenenmoHa Ha Cs. opi AQoH. A
yacTuHy, B p. 1924-My, nepeBe3snu 40
rpeubkoro octposa EBii B MicTO, SKOro
Ha3Banu Hosoto Mpokonieto. MobyagosaHo
TaM BeNuM4YHMn XpaM gnsa Hux i 6arato
NasOMHUKMN TYAN N NPUIKAXKAKOTb LWOPOKY
CBATKYBATK Moro MpasHuk 27-ro TpasBHSA .

TaknuM YMHOM Lel 4YyaoBUIN yKpaiHeLb-
XPUCTUAHUH CNOJSTYYYE NPaBOCNaBHUX
rpekiB, YKpaiHLUiB Ta pOCisiH, @ TaKoX
XpuctusH i MycynbmaHiB. Hexalt noro
3acTynHMuUTBO 36inblye cnokin i ntobos

They invited him to take up a residence
more comfortable than the stable, in
which he slept with the animals. John
politely refused, rejoicing that he took
his rest in a situation similar to that in
which the King of kings was born.

In his dedicated service John humbly
surrendered himself completely to
Christ. He prayed continually and
attended Divine Services in the nearby
little Church of St. George. His
dedication was accompanied by
miracles. Once he “sent” a plate of food
to his master who was on a pilgrimage
to Mecca - the food appeared on his
table on a copper plate inscribed with
his own name, which the Agha brought
back with him upon his return.

When John began to sense that his
earthly life was coming to an end, he
called a Priest to bring him the Holy
Mysteries. Fearing to do so openly, the
Father concealed the Sacrament in an
apple, as though symbolically correcting
the sin of the forefathers who
transgressed God’s commandment by
eating the forbidden fruit in Paradise.

St. John’s body remained incorrupt after
his death and many miracles came
about from his Holy Relics for both
Christians and Muslims who knew of his
sanctity. A portion of his Relics was
brought to the Monastery of St.
Panteleimon on Mount Athos. Some
were taken in 1924 to the Greek Island
of Euboia in a town renamed New
Prokopi. A Church was built to house
them and many pilgrims flock there
each year to celebrate his memory on
May 27.

Thus this wonderful Ukrainian Christian
is a link between Orthodox Greeks,
Ukrainians and Russians, as well as
between Christians and Muslims. May
his intercessions bring an increase of
peace and love in our troubled time on
this planet. Amen.




MiX HamMu y uen 3aTypboBaHuii Yyac Ha Uil
naaHeTi. AMiHb.




