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NMpasBeaHa TaBiga,
BAoBa, Wo ii
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MMerpo

St. Tabitha, the Widow
Raised from the Dead by
the Apostle Peter.
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«lMoTokOM B6araTo-CTPYMKOBOI PivKu
MUJIOCTUHI, TU NONMBana cyxy 3emiio
AnsA HyXxaeHHuX. PosnuBaroun
MWITOCTUHIO Ha BAIB Ta 6igHuMX, T
BUMPOMiHIOBana cBiTNOM CBOIX
[OOpPOUYMHCTB i cAana 6narogarTTio, O
TaBicpo...» (3 Tponaps CB. TaBici)

Ha 7-ro nucrtonapa 3a
rpyropiaHceknm kaneHgapem (ue — 25-ro
YKOBTHS 32 torliaHCbKUM) MU CBATKYEMO
nam'aTe CB. TaBichu (BiAOMOI Takox CBOIM
rpeubkMm imeHeMm «Jlopkacy, o o3Ha4vae
«capHa»), aky sragye Knura [igHb CBATnx
AnocTtonis, sk YueHuuto Xpucta (9:36-42).
Mpo uto YyaoBy XiHKY, AKOT NaM'aTb MU
CbOroAHi CBATKYEMO, MOXHa 3ragatu
Oekinbka cnpas.

Mo-nepwe, TUTYN «Y4eHuua», Ky
Hagae it aBTop KHurm [isHb, C.. Jlyka,
niaTBepaXye nporonowweHHa Anoctona
MaBna: «<Hema toges, Hi rpeka, Hema pada,

“With the flow of the many—streamed
river of almsgiving you watered the dry
earth of the needy. Showering alms on
the widows and the poor, You shone
with the light of your works and were
radiant with grace, O Tabitha...” (from
the Troparion to St. Tabitha)

On November 7 on the Gregorian
Calendar (which is October 25 on the
Julian) we celebrate the memory of St.
Tabitha (also known by her Greek name
“Dorcas” which means “gazelle”), who is
mentioned in the Book of Acts as one of
the Disciples of Christ (9:36-42). There
are several interesting points to be made
about this wonderful lady whom we
venerate today.

The first is that the title “Disciple”
given her by the author of the Book of
Acts, St. Luke, is an affirmation of the
Apostle Paul’'s proclamation: “There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
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aHi BiNbHOro, HemMa 4oroBivyoi cTaTi, aHi
XiHouoi, 60 BCi BM ogHe B XpucTi lcycil»
(Fanat 3:28). Ak BugHo, Tasidha byna
Baromoto noguHoto, 00 X cam
nepsoBepxoBHMi AnocTon NeTpo npnbys
no micta Vonnii, oe BoHa npoxwvBana 3

Nipon, wob npunHaTK yyacTb Y ii [ToXopoHi.

Mo-apyre, BOHa - Nnpuknag onga
XpUCTUSIH, AKi MaloTb 3MOry gornomaraTu
iHLUMM, MEHLU LLIaCnmMBUM Big, HUX.
MpunyckatoTb, WO BOHA Gyna BOOBOIO,
AKMMUM Bynu Ti, WO Ti onnakysBanu. Y paHHin
Llepksi 6yB ocobnmsuit YnH Boosumub. Ix
3anucyeanu, To6To 3apaxoByBanu 4o Tux,
AKMMKn mae onikysatuca Liepkea, i rmmboko
noBaxkanwu ix pasom 3 €nmnckonamm
(Harnggadamn), MNpecBiTepamn Ta
JunakoHamu. BoHn manu n o6oB’sa3ku
MonunTteun, HaBYaHHS IHLLIMX XKIHOK Ta
TBOPEHHS 0obpux gin. OguH 3 TUTyNIB,
SIKMX YacTO AaloTb YKpalHUi ApYyXUHaM
CesaweHukiB «[Jobpoairika» ayxe nigxoams
61 umMm cokposuLam Liepken XpuCToBoi.

TaBidha 6yna 3aibHa B LWNTTIO i, 5K
BMOHO, BCnagkyearna 6yna nesHi pecypcu
BiZ CBOro nokinHoro myxa. BoHa
camMoBiggaHo noceBsivyBana cBOl TanaHTu
pecypcu Ha KOPUCTb iHLWNM, | OTOX Ti Bigxig
Bil LbOro CBIiTYy BUKINKaB 0COBNMBO
MOTYXXHWUA CMYTOK Y TUX, SIKUX BOHa
3anuwana no cobi. Ta bor Bubpas 1T 4ns
0COoB6IMBOro JOAATKOBOIO CIYXKiHHS, sIKe
BMMarano iHwoi e oinbLuoi
CaMOMOXepPTBM.

BoHa 3Hanwna 6yna cnokiv i pagictb
y F'ocnogi, sk Woro BiggaHwin NocnigoBHUK.
Lito pagictb BOHa nposiBNsAna i B TaHUAX, sK
nogatTb Aesiki pkepena. BoHa ctana B
psiom kepisHukiB y Moro Tini, B Liepkasi,
CBOIM MPOBIOHULTBOM Ta HaBYaHHAM, SIK
TakoX i NPUMIPHOIO AISANbHICTIO Y TBOPEHHIO
nob6pux gin ans iHwux. A Togi,
HecnogiBaHo, Tasida «3acHyna B Focnogi».
Ocb Tak roBopuTb LlepkBa paHHA — i
LlepkBa BxuMBae Len BUCNIB 0O HUHI — KoMK
XpUCTUAHN NOMUPatoTb. 3BOPYLLNNBUIA
npuknag, Lboro 3HaxogmMmo B ab3aui, akun
onucye cMepTb NepLlIoro XpucTuaHCbKOro

slave nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28). Clearly Tabitha
was a person of importance, since the
pre-eminent Apostle Peter came to the
city of Joppa, where she lived, from Lydda
to attend her funeral.

Second, she is a model for
Christians who have the means to help
others less fortunate than themselves. It is
assumed that she is a widow like those
who are mourning her. The early Church
had a special Order of Widows. They
were enrolled, that is numbered among
those who would be cared for by the
Church, and were held in great esteem
along with the Bishops (overseers),
Presbyters and Deacons. They had duties
of prayer, teaching other women and
doing good works. One of the common
titles Ukrainians give to the wives of
Priests “Dobdrodiyka” — literally “doer of
good works” — may very appropriately be
applied to such treasures of the Church of
Christ.

Tabitha was skilled at
sewing and evidently had inherited
resources from her late husband. She
selflessly offered her talents and
resources for the good of others and so
her departure from this world called forth
an especially great outpouring of grief
from those she was leaving behind. But
God had selected her for yet another
special ministry which required another,
yet greater, sacrifice.

She had found peace and joy in
the Lord as His dedicated follower. It was
a joy that she also expressed in dance,
according to some sources. She had
become prominent in His Body, the
Church, by her leadership and teaching,
as well as by her exemplary activity in the
doing of good works for others. Then,
unexpectedly, Tabitha had “fallen asleep
in the Lord”. This is the expression the
early Church used — and the Church uses
it until today — when Christians die. A




Myuyenuka, Cs. Ctenana (HisiHb 7:55-60).

Ta Crtenan, sik Mmamke BCi Ti, LLO
3acuHaloTb y [flocnogi, Mir soctatucs B
HebecHux Ocensix, NpuroToBaHmx
Mocnogom, npo sknx Anocton lNaeno,
umnTytoum MNpopoka Icato, nuwe B CBOEMY
Mepwomy lMNocnaHHo Ao KopuHTaH: «Ane,
SIK HanucaHo: Yoro oko He Baunno 1 Byxo
He 4yro, i Lo Ha cepue NaunHi He Bnano,
Te bor npurotyesae 6yB TUM, XTO NOOUTL
Woro!» (2:9; Icai 64:4). A Tasidy, sk
JlTazaps, Ta gekinbkox iHWnx MyyeHukis,
npo gkux sragye CB. [TMcbMO, NOKIMKaB
"locnogb NOBEPHYTUCS OO IXHBOro 3€MHOro
XKUTTSA, 30 BCiMa MOro BMKIMMKaMu, Ha
NeBHUI Yac, MOKMN 3MOXYTb 3HOBY
noBepHyTucsa 0o Tmx Ocenb HaBiku.

AnocTton NeTpo yBIiLWOB Yy KiMHATY,
ae BMnoxunu Tino Taeidu y niarotosui 4o
NOXOPOHEHHS oro. BiH nonpocue
naavyymx 3anunMTi NOro Ha camoTi 3 HEHO.
Konu BoHM noBmnxogunu, BiH NPUKNSKHYB Ta
nomMonmnecs. A Toai ckasaB Ao Hei, 9K
Nocnoab ckasas 6yB o asaps: «Tasigo,
BcTasaw!». BoHa Bigkpuna cBoi oui i cina.
[MeTpo noaas ii CBOKO PYKY i AOMOMIr i
BcTatu. [Nnavyyi yBinwnm - i runubokmin
CMYTOK IXHil NEpEMIHMBCA Ha BEMUKY
pagictb! «A Le cTano Bigome no uinin
Wonnii, i 6arato-xTo B Focnoaa BeipyBanm»
(disHb 9:42).

BiHuem cnyxiHHa Tasicon 6yno
NocTayaHHa ganbLumMx NoTpsicatovmx
AokasiB (0cnogHbOI CuUnu Hag CMepTHo, -
CUIN, KA TaKOX NPOSABIAETLCH Y Woro Tini,
y Uepksi TyT Ha 3emni. Lia nepemora, wwo
nposiBMnacs nigHeCEeHHAM 3 MEPTBUX
Jlazaps, TaBidm Ta OeaKuX iHWKX,
NOBHICTIO NPOABNAETLCH B BoCcKpeCceHHo
XpUCTOBOMY, sike BBOAUTb XUTTS
ManbyTHbOro Biky y Len, Noku LWo Lwe
NPUTEMHEHWI, CBIT.

Otox Tasitha, ak Ilazap Ta iHLi
NigHeCeHi 3 MepTBUX CUIo TocnoaHLOL,
nicnsa 3aBepLUEHHS peLUITKM CBOro 3€MHOro
CNYXiHHSA, 6yay4m BMUKIIMKaHA 3 6E3MEXHOI
pagocrti HebecHoro LlapcTBa, NoTiM 3HOBY

moving example of this is found in the
passage which describes the death of the
first Christian Martyr, St. Stephen (Acts
7:55-60).

However Stephen, like
nearly all of those who fall asleep in the
Lord, could remain in the Heavenly
Mansions prepared by the Lord, about
which the Apostle Paul, citing the Prophet
Isaiah, wrote in his First Letter to the
Corinthians: “Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, nor have entered into the heart of
man the things which God has prepared
for those who love Him one” (2:9; Isaiah
64:4). Tabitha, like Lazarus and a few
other martyrs mentioned in the Scriptures
were called upon to return to their earthly
lives, with all their challenges, for a while
longer before returning to those Mansions
to stay.

The Apostle Peter came into the
room where Tabitha’s body was laid out in
preparation for burial. He asked the
mourners to leave him alone with her.
When they left he knelt in prayer and
spoke to her as the Lord has spoken to
Lazarus: “Tabitha arise”. She opened her
eyes and sat up. Peter gave her his hand
and helped her get up. The mourners
came in and what had been profound
sorrow turned to amazing joy. “And it
became known throughout all Joppa, and
many believed on the Lord” (Acts 9:42).

Tabitha’s crowning ministry was to
provide more startling evidence of the
Lord’s power over death which is also
manifest in His Body, the Church, here
upon earth. This victory, manifest in the
raising of Lazarus, Tabitha, and some
others, is fully manifest in the
Resurrection of Christ, which ushers the
Age that is to come into this, as yet still
darkened, world.

And so Tabitha, like Lazarus and
the others raised by the Lord’s power,
after completing the balance of their
earthly ministry, having been called away




noBepHyracs 4O CBOro cnpaBXHboro [Jomy
3 Focnogowm. i noxepTsa 3aseplumnacs - i
Oyna npunHATA, | BOHa BiYHO XuBe 3 HUM i
3acTynaeTbCsl, pa3oM 3i Bcima CBATMMUK Ta
AHrenamm, 3a Hac, sKi We 3aHypeHi B
BUKMNMKaXx - Ta B CNYLUHUX Harogax ans
cnyxiHHA bory, sikux nogae Ham Hawue
XUTTS Ha LUbOMY CBITI.

Konu noBepHynuca Ui YrogHuku oo
CBOro 3eMHOro NpobyBaHHA 3 TOro Micus
OGnaxeHcTBa, YM Npuragysanu BOHU Te, LWO
Tam nepexuBanu? Lle Ham He BUSIBNEHO.
Ta nogibHunn goceig cnoHykae ABox CBATUX
Llepkeu, nicns nogibHoOro noBepHEHHS, Ha
NeBHUN Yac, i3 MepTBUX, NPOCTO 3aKnMKaTh
cBOiX GparTiB i cectep, XpUCTUSAH, MONUTUCA
i nocTinHO 3BepTatmca o ocnoga. MNMpo
MpenopobHux AdaHacis Bockpecnoro Ta
Icnxia MmoXxxemo npoynTaTti ocb TyT: Saints
Athanasius and Hesychius.

Mawm’atatoun C.. Tasidy,
BMKOPUCTOBYMMO MYZAPO CBil Yac TyT Ha
3emni, Wob YmHNTN akHanGinbLe gobpa,
SIKOroO N MOXEMO, 3 YCiM TUM, LLIO HaM
pocTynHe. [lyxe cKopo us Haroga npoMvHe
— SK MPOMUHYTb i BCi BUKINUKK Ta icnnuTu. Ak
roBOpuTb YNioGrneHnn XpucTUaHCLKN
BUcniB: «Jlnwe ogHe XuUTTs. BOHO CKOpO
npomuHe. Jluwe Te, WO BYNHUNW ANS
Xpucta TpuBatume». AMiHb.

from the exceeding joy of Heaven,
returned to her true Home with the Lord.
Her sacrifice was complete - and
accepted, and she ever lives with Him and
intercedes, together with all the Saints
and Angels, for us who are immersed in
the challenges and opportunities for
serving God presented by our life upon
the earth.

When these Holy Ones came back
to their earthly sojourn from that place of
bliss, did they remember what they had
experienced there? This is not revealed to
us. However, a similar experience led two
Saints of the Church, after returning for a
time from the dead, to simply call upon
their fellow-Christians to pray and look
constantly to the Lord. We can read about
St. Athanasius the Resurrected and St.
Hesychius here: Saints Athanasius and

Hesychius.

Remembering St. Tabitha, let us
make good use of our time upon the earth
to do as many good things as we possibly
can, with all that we have at our disposal.
Very soon the opportunity will be over —
as will the challenges and trials. As a
beloved Christian saying puts it: “One life
to live. “Twill soon be past. Only what’s
done for Christ will last”. Amen.
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