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IkoHa «JocmoUHO €»

”

The Icon “Axion estin
(“Dostoyno ye”)

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

«[ocToiiHo € nonpasgi Bennuatn Tebe
boropoguueto...»

Y npekKpacHii Ta 6arartiit AiTypriniHin
cKapbHuui MNpaBocnaBHoOI LiepKeu yacTto
3HaxoAMMO ocobauBsi nepanHN MoanTeu nepesaHi
yygecHMmU nogismu. Ocb TaK i 3 yntobaeHoto
MonnTBoto, AKY NOBTOPHOEMO HaraTo pasiB y Kpy3i
NiTypriiHnx Bianpas a 0cob1BO, AKY TaK
TOPXKEeCTBEHHO CMiBaEMO nig Yac boxkecTBeHHOT
NiTyprii: «JocTolHO € nonpasai Bennyatn Tebe
Boropoaunueto, 3aBXKAM BNAXKEHHOLO i
HaHenopoyHiwoto i MaTip'to bora Haworo.
YecHiwyto XepyBMMIB i HE3PIBHAHO CNABHILLYIO
Cepadumis, wo nopoauna bora Cnoso
HenopouHoto. Mpasansy boropoauuto Tebe
BE/INYAEMO».

Lpyry 4acTunhy uiei Monutem, aka

“It is truly meet to magnify you, O Theotokos ...”

In the beautiful and rich Liturgical treasury
of the Orthodox Church we often find special
jewels of Prayer granted her through miraculous
events. So it is with a beloved Prayer said many
times each day in the liturgical cycle, and
especially sung with such jubilation during the
Divine Liturgy. The Prayer is “It is truly meet to
bless you, O Theotokos ever blessed and most
pure and the Mother of our God. More
honourable than the Cherubim and beyond
compare more glorious than the Seraphim.
Without corruption you gave birth to God the
Word. True Theotokos, we magnify you”.

The second part of this prayer, which
begins with the words “More honourable...” was
composed by the Orthodox Saint Cosmas the
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NOYNHAETHLCA CNOBamM «YecHiwyo XepyBUMIB...»
HanucaB NpaBocaaBHUIt YrogHuk boxnit Kocbma
ConogkKocniselb, AKMI ynoKoisca B p. 773. Mu i
CNiBAaEMO NpPU KiHLi MaiXe KOXKHOi LepKoBHOI
Bignpasu.

A nepwa 4yactMHa MonuTeum npuiwaa Ham
yyaecHo. MpubansHo B p. 980, kKonm Bacunini I
MopodipopoaHnin bys Lapem BisaHTii, a MuKonait
XpicoBepr 6yB MNaTtpiapxom
KoHcTaHTUHONONbCbKMM, MOHax, AKOro im’a Ham
He BigoOMe UB 3i cBOiM MoCAYLWHMKOM, KOO iM’'A
TaKoX HeBigome, 6ina Kapeca, agmiHicTpaTMBHOro
ueHTpy Cs. Fopu AdoHa. BoHu 6ynm npunucaHi go
MoHacTunps MNaHToKpaTopa («Bcegepkutens»).
Crapeub niwos Ao MoHacTupa NPUAHATK y4acTb y
BceHiyHin i nonpocms MNocnywHMKa 3aAnWNTUCA B
Kenii i Tam npountath Bignpasu.

Ko/ MOTEeMHIN0 XTOCb 3aCTyKaB y ABepi.
MocnywHuK BiAKpKMB ix i nob6auns HeBigOMOro
MoHaxa, AKMin aaB cBOE im’s Ak MaBpwuin. 3
XapPaKTePHOI FOCTUMHHICTIO MoCNYLWHUK 3anpocKB
HEeBiOMOTO rocTs 3aTh i 06MABa BOHU CTaU
yutath Bignpasu. Koau gintwnum go Aes’atoi MicHi
KaHOHa, fiK 3BM4aMHO NoYanm cnisat «YecHiwwyto
XepyBUMIB...» 3 CYNPOBOAKYIOUMMMU CTUXAMMU Bif,
€aHrenii C.. Jlyku. Mpocnisaswwu «Lo BiH
3rnAaHyBcA Hag, nokopoto CBOET cnyru...»,
HeBigommMii MoHax foaaB cnoBa, AKX MocayLWHUK
HiKOAKM 0 TOro He 4YyB: «JOCTOMHO € nonpasi
BesnyaTtn Tebe BoropoauLeto, 3aBXaM
6.narkeHHo'0 i HaliHenopoyHiwoto i MaTip'to bora
Haworo».

MpocTa Kpaca uux cnis 3pobuna rnmboke
BPaKiHHA Ha lNocaywHMKa i BiH nonpocus
HeBigomoro YeHus HanucaTtn ix Ansa Hboro. Toi
nonpocus nanepy, Ta MoCcAyLWHUK CKa3as, LLO
TaKoro B Kenii Hemae. OToX aBpuin B3AB
yepenuLo 3 gaxy i HanMcas Ui CN0Ba Ha Hill CBOIM
nanbuem. MNocaywHMK 3po3ymis ToAi, Wo Moro
lcTb He npocTa AtoguHa a AHren, a LebTo
ApxaHren aBpuin — Tol camuia, Wwo 6rarosicTus
Mapii, wo soHa nopoautb Cnacutens ceity.
CKkasaBLwu: «TaK cniBal Tv i BCi NpaBoOCNaBHi»
HebecHMi [icTb 3HMK Nepeg, Moro oYnMma.

IKOHa, fika HasmBanacs «Mwunyrouda», nepeg,
AKOO cniBanu uo Monutey, AOBro cAana nicna

Melodist or Hymnographer, who reposed in 773.
It is sung at the close of virtually every service of
the Church.

The first part of the Prayer was given
miraculously. In about the year 980, when Basil Il
(Porphyrogenitos) was the Byzantine Emperor
and Nicholas Chrysoberges was Patriarch of
Constantinople, a Monk, whose name is not
known, lived with his Disciple, whose name is also
not known, near Karyes, the administrative centre
of the Holy Mountain, Mount Athos. Their
Hermitage was attached to the Monastery of the
Pantokrator. The Elder left to take part in the Vigil
Service at the Monastery, asking his Disciple to
stay behind and read the Service in their cell.

As it grew dark the Disciple heard a knock
on the door. Outside there stood an unknown
Monk who gave his name as Gabriel. With
characteristic hospitality, the stranger was invited
in and the two began to read the Service. At the
Ninth Ode of the Canon they sang the Hymn
“More Honourable than the Cherubim...” with the
accompanying verses from the Gospel of St. Luke.
After singing “For He has regarded the lowly
estate of His handmaiden...”, the stranger added
words that the disciple had never heard before:
“It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos ever
blessed and most pure, and the Mother of our
God”.

The Disciple was struck by the simple
beauty of the words and asked the stranger to
write them down for him. The stranger asked for
pen and paper but the Disciple responded that
there were none in the cell. Gabriel then took a
tile from the roof and wrote the words on its
surface with his finger. The Disciple realized that
his visitor was no ordinary man but an Angel, in
fact, the Archangel Gabriel who had first
announced to Mary that she would bear the
Saviour of the world in her womb. Saying “Sing
these words, and all the Orthodox as well” the
heavenly Visitor disappeared.

The Icon known as the “Eleousa”
(“Merciful”) before which the Hymn was sung
glowed with divine Light for some time and the
day of June 11 (corresponds to June 24 on the




TOro 60’KecTBeHHUM CAUBOM, a AieHb 11-ro YyepBHA
(BignoBigae 24-my YepBHA 3a Ka/leHZAPEM
rPUropiaHCbKMM) NPU3HAYMAM ANA BLUAHYBAHHA Ti.
IKOHY cTann Ha3mBaTu «[LOCTOMHO €» (no-
rpeubKomy «AKCIOH ecTiH») Big, neplumx cnis
MonuTteu, aky nepeaas Maspuin. Il nepenecaun go
KadeapanbHoro Cobopy MoHacTups, i Tam BoHa
3HAXoAUTLCA | A0 HUHI. A yepenunuto 3 MoanTBOLO
nepeHecnun o KoHcTaHTUHONONA.

CniBaliMo 1 MU Ui CnoBa 3 TIEH XK paaicTio Ta
noboKHicTIo, AKY NpuHic MNaBpwuin go Bb6oroi Kenil
oumx YeHuis, AKMX imeHa 3Hae nuwe bor. | 3a
iXHIMKM MonuTBamm, Hexam i M1 3HaMaemo
HATXHEHHA | CUNTy CMUPEHHO 1 pagicHO
Bigo6paxkyBaTu Haworo focnoaa B CBOIX e
CNOBax Ta Aginax, AK 3aBxau ue pobuna Matu Icyca,
Mapis, aky nepegas BiH 6yTu ntoboto MaTip’to ycim
HaMm. AMiHb.

Gregorian calendar) was designated as the day to
honour it. The Icon came to be known in Greek as
“Axion estin” and in Ukrainian as “Dostoyno ye”,
the first words of the Prayer given by Gabriel. It
was brought into the Cathedral Church of the
Monastery where it remains to this day. The roof
tile, with the Prayer written upon it was brought
to Constantinople.

May we, too, sing and pray these words
with the same joy and reverence brought by
Gabriel to the humble cell of the Monks whose
names are known by God alone. And through
their Prayers, may we be inspired and
strengthened to humbly and joyfully reflect our
Lord in our own words and deeds as did the
Mother of Jesus, Mary — whom He gave to us all
to also be our own dear Mother.
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