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«TMpoMiHHA 1 cBiTUNa 3acBiuveHi
TpucoHAWHUM Cy3sip’am» (3 Jlityprii
Ha CeBATO Tpbox CBaATUTENIB

Ha 12-ro nioToro 3a MpuUropissHCbKnM
kaneHgapem (ue - 30-ro ciyH4 3a
ONiSSHCbKMM) MU CBATKYEMO NaM’aTb TPbOX
YrogHukiB BoXxunx, sKi 3acasanm Hade
cBiTuna B LlepkBi B Ay>Ke BaX>XKOMY 4aci,
Konun Bipa XpucToBa yTBepAXyBanach, K
Bipa PuMcbkoi imnepii. Lle 6y 4ac, konum
ApigaHun TBepamnun, wo Haw lMocnoab Icyc
Xpucrtoc - He bor BTifleHWI, a NpocTo
NOANMHA, X04 61 TO M HanbinbLw
obpapoBaHa 3 ycix ntogen. Y BignoBiab Ha
Takun BukAnk, OTUi MONMAKCL, NUcanu Ta
BUMNM Bipy B Tpoliuto, KO NpaBoC/aBHi
XPUCTUAHWN BTILWAKOTLCA | XUBYTb A0 HUHI.
Bor - OanH a pasom 3 umM (a He ane) bor
TaKOoX — TpW HEpPO3A4iNbHi, O4HOICTOTHI

“Rays and lamps lit by the thrice-
ensunned Dawn” (from the Liturgy
for the Three Hierarchs)

This very day we celebrate the memory
of these three Holy Men who shone like
stars in the Church in a most trying time
- when the Christian faith was being
established as the faith of the Roman
Empire. This was a time when Arians
were insisting that our Lord Jesus Christ
was not divine but only human, albeit
the most endowed of all humans. In
response to this challenge, the Fathers
prayed, wrote and taught the Trinitarian
faith which Orthodox (and orthodox)
Christians rejoice in and live by to this
day. God is One and God is Three
Indivisible, Consubstantial Persons: the
Son and the Holy Spirit deriving from
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Ocobu: CuH HapoaXyeTbcsa, a CeaTtuin yx
BMXOAMTb BiYHO BiA BiYHOro [xepena
BoxectBa — Otua HebecHoro. Ce4Ti
Bacunini i Fpuropin 6ynun Mix nepwmnmuy,
WO TakK Nucanu i TakuM YMHOM YyTBEpAMIU
Hawy Bipy.

Lle Takox 6yB 4Yac, KON SA3NYHUKU
TBEPAMAN, WO 6araTtcTBO rpeubKoi
KynbTypW, Hayku i ginocodii ctaHoBUIO
IXHIO 0COBUCTY cnaflKnHy, Ka Ha iX
AyMKy 6yna uifikoM HecyMicHa 3
HepauioHa/lbHMMK Ta 3a6060HHUMMU
TBEPAXXEHHAMN (K BOHU M BUrNsaann)
uiei amBHOI Bipu, ska npmueabnioBana Tak
6araTo BigaaHMX Ta 3aB3ATUX
nocnigoBHUKIB. BCi Tpu iepapxu
BiAMOBNANUCA BIiAAATW L0 CMAALLMHY.
BoHun nwnu 3a nepekoHaHHaM CB. OcTuHa
MyueHunka, aKe BUCI0OBUB AeKiNbKa
CToniTh Nepes TUM: «Bce wo npasanee -
Hawe!» TaknM YMHOM BOHW BXMBasMU MOBY
Ta NOHATTA rpeubkoi dinocodii Ta
niTepatypu, wob sucnosnosaTtn Bipy
XpuctoBy Ta ii 3Bennyysatu. BoHu
nokasanu, wo yx CBaTui auwe B
KynbTypax CBiTy Ta WO BOHWU €
«nepLloeBaHreniasmm», To6To BOHM
NiAroToBASAOTb I'PYHT A58 06'9BNeHHS
€gaHrenii, obpoi BicTkun, aKy pas Ha
3aBxau nepegas CBOIM HaBYaHHAM Ta
CsoiM xuUTTaM Icyc 3 Hasapety -
npasauea JliognHa n npasaueuin bor!

OcobnmBa NnpnymMHa 4YOMy BCTAHOBWUN Le
Cs4dT0, B AKOMY BCi Tpn CBiTOUI
BLUAHOBYIOTbCS, K OAWH NOMASra€ B TOMY,
Wwo B 12-My CTONITTI 3aicHyBana
cynepeyka Mix 6rnaropogHmmu Ta
YeCHOTHUMMW BipyHOUYMMKM TOFO Yacy B
BizaHTincbKil imnepii 3a BonoAiHHS
imnepatopa Onekcisa KomHeHa (1081-
1118). Le cnpuuunHioBano Takum
rAanbokuin noain, Wo Tpu NapTii Ha3Banu
cebe: BacunigHamun, 'puropisHamu Ta
IoaHiTamun. Ui Tpn Iepapxu pasom
nosiBunancs noboxHomy €nmnckony IsaHoBI
Masponycy 3 EBxaitn i 06’aBunm nomy, Lo
cnaBa KOXHOro 3 HUX nepep lNpectonom
BoxuM — piBHa. BOHW nonpocuaun rnoro
YNOXNTW cnyxBy iM TpboM pa3oM. Moro
TBip 6yB Takuii Myapuin Ta NpekpacHumn,
wo BCcTaHoBUAKN Le CBATO, sKe A0 HUHI
CNYXUTb, SIK COHUE, WO 3aXoAnTb y

the Eternal Source without Beginning,
the Father. Sts. Basil and Gregory were
foremost among those who so wrote and
so established our Faith.

It was also a time when pagans claimed
that the wealth of Greek culture, science
and philosophy were their special
domain - and quite opposed to the (as it
appeared to them) irrational and
superstitious claims of this strange faith
which was attracting so many devoted
followers. All three Hierarchs refused to
give up this heritage. They followed the
conviction of St. Justin Martyr,
expressed several centuries before: “All
that is true is ours”. Thus they used the
language and concepts of Greek
philosophy and literature to expound the
faith and celebrate it. They showed that
the Holy Spirit breathes through the
cultures of the world and that they all
are “protoevangelia” — preparations for
the revelation of the Gospel, given once
and for all time by the teachings and life
of Jesus of Nazareth, True Man and True
God.

The specific reason for the
establishment of this Feastday, in which
all three Luminaries are honoured as
one, is that in the 12 century there was
a controversy among the noble and
virtuous believers of the day in the
Byzantine Empire under the Emperor
Alexis Comnenus (1081-1118). So
profound was the division that the three
parties called themselves Basilians,
Gregorians and Johannites. The three
Hierarchs appeared together to a pious
Bishop, John Mavropous of Euchaita,
and revealed to him that the glory they
have before the throne of God is equal.
They asked him to compose a service to
all three of them together. So skillful
and beautiful was the result that the
Feastday was established and remains
to this day as a setting sun to the time
of the Nativity - prior to the Feast of the
Meeting of our Lord.

This Feast also reminds us of God’s
glory, according to His nature as perfect
Unity in lovely Diversity. He has so




[OBroMy aHi Yacy PoxpectBa — nepeg
Mpa3HunkoMm CTpiTeHHs ocnogHbOro.

Lle CB4aTO Takox Haragye Ham npo boxy
cnasy no Woro npupoai, sik [JJockoHana
EaHicTb y MNpekpacHii PisHOMaHITHOCTI.
bor Tak TBOpUTb, LLO XOAHa CHiXXWHKA He
TOTOXHS 3 iHWO. KoxxHe Moro TBopuso
Ma€ YyaoBYy Ta 0CO6/MBY SIKiCTb, i BOHW BCi
pa3oM CTaHOBJIATb NMPEKPACHY Ta CNaBHY
€LHICTb — Yy pi3HOMaHITHOCTI. Te came
BiAHOCUTLCS A0 Moro BipHMX: 60rocnosis,
MYUYEHMKIB, MOHaXiB Ta 3BUYANHUX NOLEN,
K MU 3 BaMU. KOXHWIA 3 Hac Mae
ocobnuBicTb i Kpacy y CBOilh BiAMIHHOCTI. I
(He ane) KOXHWUIM 3 HaC MOKJIMKAHWUN
TPYAUTUCSA, MONTUTUCS, XXEPTBYBaTH,
paaiTy, nnakaTn — XUTU pa3oM Yy €QHOCTI
Ha cnaBy TpucoHsawHoro Cysip’sa, gk Cs.
IBaH EBXAiTCbKMN BUCAOBUBCS Y MOro
cnyx6i Tpbom Ceatutenam. I Tak sk us
cnpaBa Mana 6yTu B Hac, Tak Mycino 6
6yTn 30 BCiMa HauUisgaMK Ta Hapoaamm
CBiTY: Mycina 6 6yTn gOCKOHana €4HiCTb y
4YyAoBiN pi3HOMaHITHOCTI. OCb crnpasa, aKa
cripaBAi 3acnyroBye Ha BCi Hali 3ycunns,
MOJIUTBU Ta TBOPYICTb.

created that not one snowflake is the
same as another. Each of His works has
a lovely and distinctive quality - yet
they all contribute to a splendid and
glorious unity. So it is with His faithful
ones, theologians, martyrs, monastics
and regular folk like you and me. Each
of us is distinct and lovely in our
particularity. And (not but) each of us is
called to work, pray, sacrifice, rejoice,
weep - live together in unity to the glory
of the Three-sunned Dawn, as St. John
of Euchaita expressed it in his Service to
the Three Hierarchs. And as it is with us,
so should it be with all the nations and
all the peoples of the world. Perfect
unity in wonderful diversity. A cause
truly worthy of all our efforts and
prayers and creativity.




