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23-19 Hepina no
MN'aTnpecaTHuUi: Yixe
6inbLie He xepTBa!

Twenty-Third Sunday after
Pentecost:
Victim No Longer!

Fr. lhor Kutash - o. Irop Kytaw
kutash@unicorne.org

CborofHiwHa €saHrenia (Jlykn 8:26-
39) po3noBiga€E Npo CTpawHy Noaito
MOTONAEHHS CBUHEN, KOU iX
ornaHyBanun 3ni Ayxu, nicng Toro K
Icyc HakasaB 6yB iM 3aAnWINTK
yonosika, Ak 6yB IXHbOK XXEepPTBOIO.
A piBHO X Ue - po3noBigb NMpo 4yaose
NOBEPHEHHS LbOro YosoBika A0
cycninbcTsBa gieto Icyca.

Haa kKoTporo po3nosigaro
30CTaHOBIAEMOCL MN? O6umABI
po3noBiai - y uin xe €saHrenii. Yacto
6yBa€ Tak, wo noam binbwe
3BepTaloTb YBAry Ha ceHcaduii, Ha
ApaMaTUYHI Noaii 3B’a3aHi 3 xaxaMu, a
He Ha Ti ApaMaTunyHi Noaii, AKi Xo4 He
npueBepTarTb Ha cebe HacCTiNbKn
yBaru, a 3a Te BOHU - nobpi Ta
xopouwi. Ti, Wo BUKOPUCTOBYIOTb TaKy
NIOACbKY BAAYy He pa3 MaloTb

Today's Gospel (Luke 8:26-39) tells
the terrible story of the pigs who
were drowned because of the action
of evil spirits which possessed them.
Jesus had commanded them to leave
the man who had been their victim.
At the same time, it is the wonderful
story of the man who was restored to
society by Jesus' act.

Which story do we focus on? They
are both there in the one account! It
is often the case that people think
more readily about sensational,
dramatic things which deal with
horror, rather than on those
dramatic things which, although less
striking, are good and beautiful.
Those who are able to plug into this
human trait often find great success
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BE/IMKNI ycCnix y 3acobax MacoBoi
iHdopmMauii.

Ta HacnpaBai KoTpa 3 umx gin 6inbwe
Bpa)katoya: NnoTOMJEHHSA CBMHEN 4K
OHOBJIEHHS Yos0BiKa, Wo 6ys
XXepTBOK 3106HMX ayxiB? KoTpun 6ik
L€l po3noBiai HanbiNbLL BaXXMBUM
ANS Hac? MewkaHui okonnui HayebTo
6inbl 3aX0NUINCA BTPATOK CBUHEN.
LLlacTs TOoro 4onosika anst HUX Hauve 6
TO HE MaNo BENIMKOro 3HaveHH4. I
BOHM nornpocunmn Icyca NOKNHYTU iXHIO
okonuut. BoHu 1 He nogyManu
nonpocutu Moro y3aoposuTu un
3BI/IbHUTU e iHLWKNX XXepPTB 3/1a 4K
Heayru. BoHu, Moxe, nobosnucs, Wwo
ue morno 6 ix we 6inblwe KowTyBaTH.

Maemo Bubip i Mn. Yn Haw Bubip -
XUTU MO3UTUBHO — y cBoboAi Ta
nepemMosi, xou i byayTb Ui cnpasu ang
HaC KOWTOBHMMU? YK Moxe BubepeMo
XWUTWU N Hapani, aK XXepTen, Npu LUbOMy
HaCOI0AXYHUYUCb CNOCTEPEXEHHAM
IHLWWX XXepTB, AKi CTOrHYTb nig
TArapeMm, SKoro Ha HUX HaNoXwWnaun 3ni
BMOGOPU — IXHi BNACHI YM iHWKX
nwogen?

[Jobpe X HaM ycBiagOMNOBATK, LLO B
Icyca € cuna nepemortu bicis, cmn 3na
Ta npurHiyeHHa! Yacto 6yBae Tak, Wo
KO/ MU B NonynsapHux 3acobax
iHpopmauii 6aumMmo Taky
KOH(pPOHTaUil0, TO BUrNsaa€ HavyebTo
Lue - 31i MaloTb Mamxe BCKO cuny, a
nobpi nease WO BMAI3alOTb 3 HELWACTS.
A 6byBae ” Tak, WO 1 He BMNA3AaTb 3
HbOro. Ta BOHO X He Tak bysa€!! 3ni
AYXW Takn He 6ysm B cuai pani
3aMMaTu XUTTS YonoBika, skoro bor
BUPILWIMB 3pa3y 3BiSIbHUTU. BOHU Le 7
3HaNN i BXXe He HaMmarasaucs npocuTu B
Hboro npogoBxeHHs iXHbOI Bnagw.
BOHW Tinbky npocunnu e ogHiel
XepTBu.

in the media.

But what is really more dramatic: the
drowning of the pigs or the
restoration of the man who had been
victimized by the malign spirits?
Which side of the story is of
paramount importance to us? The
people of the region seemed to have
been much more impacted by the
loss of the pigs. The man's good
fortune seemed to be of little
consequence to them. They asked
Jesus to leave their neighbourhood.
They didn't think of asking Him to
heal or free any other victims of evil
or disease. They were, perhaps,
afraid of further costs to them.

We, too, have a choice to make. Do
we choose to live in the positive - in
freedom and victory, even though
these may be somewhat costly to
us? Or do we choose to continue to
live ourselves as victims, relishing
the sight of other victims struggling
under the burdens placed upon them
by evil choices - their own or those
of others?

It is good to realize that Jesus has
the power to overcome the demons,
the forces of evil and oppression!
Often when we see this sort of
confrontation in the popular media, it
seems almost as though it were the
evil ones that have nearly all the
power, whereas the good can only
manage to squeak by - if at all. This
is simply not the case at all! The euvil
spirits could not continue to occupy
the life of the man whom God had
decided to set free. They knew that.
They didn't even try to ask for an
extension. They begged only for
another victim.

We may see it as being cruel of God



Moxe Burnaagace Ham, wo bor -
XXOPCTOKNIM, 60 X A03BOSINB TaK
3N10BXMBATM CBUHEN. Ta 3 Apyroi
CTOPOHM € 1 KOPUCTb BiA Lboro, 60 x
CTasio ACHUM, UMM € Cuna 3na:
CTpalwHa, 6e3yMHa Ta pynHiBHa.
HeMae€ XK0A4HOT XUTPOCTi, UM rnepemorn,
4YM BULLOCTI B LbOMY, LLO6 NOTONUTH
CBMHeNn. Lle - npocTto McTnBa, 3106Ha
XXOPCTOKICTb. Mornn 6 mn noaymatu
npo ue, ocobnmMBo KON 3710 BUrNSA4ae
Ans Hac npuBabnueuMm, a ue byBae
0co6/MBO TOAI, KONM MU NparHemo
MOMCTWU YM HAC KOPTUTb LWOCb
po3aobyTn, UM To rpowen Yn Bnagy
SAKUMOCb HEYECHMM Ta NPUKPUTUM
aKTOM. Yun Mun cnpasai yBaxkaemo, Lo
MU NOBUHHI Nigaasatn cebe Bnaai
TaKMX HEeHaAINHUX ICTOT, SAKi
NposiBNSAOTb CBil XapakTep
NOTOMJIEHHAM CBUHEN?

3aBepLiMo LUe po3ayMyBaHHSA
BiABEPHYBLIMNCH Bif XaX/IMBOI KAPTUHMU
OMaHOBAHOIo 4Y0J10BiKa, A0 pafiCHOI
KapTUHU NIOANHU, KA NOBepHYyiacs
3HOBY B HAanNpsAMOK OHOBJIEHHS
340poB’qa, 406poro po3cyaKky Ta
cninkyBaHHSA 3i cBOIM BusBonutenew,
cBoiM TBopueM (Akoro, Hanpuknag,
OMUCYE L4 npeKkpacHa Mo3aika 3
KoHcTaHTMHOMNONA - XpUcCTa
Bcemnnoctueoro) i submupamnmo
CBiAOMO, 3 NOCBSATON, Pilly4o M
nocnigosHo 6yTn pasom 3 HAM!
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to let them abuse the pigs. On the
other hand, the benefit of that was
that the power of evil was shown for
the horrible, mindless, destructive
thing it is. There is no craftiness, no
victory, no exaltation in the drowning
of pigs. It is only vindictive,
malicious cruelty. We can think of
that when evil seems to be a
seductive choice for us - as it
sometimes is, especially when we are
thirsting for vengeance, or itching to
gain something, be it goods or
power, through some dishonest,
underhanded act. Do we really think
it could be good to place ourselves at
the mercy of these desperate entities
which showed their character by
drowning the pigs?

Let us end this meditation by turning
away from the horrible sight of the
possessed man and the pigs, towards
the joyous sight of the man restored
to health and sanity and
communicating freely with his
Liberator, his Creator (as, for
example, portrayed in this
magnificent mosaic from
Constantinople of Christ the All-
Merciful) and choose, consciously,
deliberately and consistently to be
with HIM!



